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HOW A BOUT YOU ? 

,As you know, "The Wood Duck" la under new management. Y our new Editor, 
haring had little experience either In the Club or in the editorial field, 
would like, to ask somequestions about the type of publication you Want.' 

"The Wood Duck" has been*, and, sh'ould, remain, primarily, an organ of news 
about future and past events. These have been augmented by articles of 
inspirational or more or less scientific nature. The question is,- would you 
like more or less news and more or less inspirational or scientific material? 

It has occurred to me that some fresh fields could be scanned for 
material which might make our publication more lively and at the same time 
draw upon more participation by our members. Here are the headings of some 
departments which could become more or less permanent features of each issue: 

(a) Controversy Corner : This is one of the surest ways to stir up interest 
and at the same time air conflicting points -of view. Sometimes a 
naturalist- club can become the slightest bit precious and complacent. 

This department would attempt,to question some of our pet belief®, 

ft It could bo run something along the lines of Maclean's "Eor Sake of 
Argument" section. Some suggested topics could be,- "Harvesting 
Animals", "List Hounding", "The Trouble with Photographers", "In 
Defense' of the Starling". Each of these articles should be challenged 
by our members who oppose those points of view. Is this sort of thing 
dangerous? Would it split the Club into factions? We hope not and we 
would like to know what you think. 

(b) Letters to the Editor : This could be an outgrowth of Controversy Corner, 
or it could deal with new topics which members feel should be aired. 

(c) Questions and "Answers ,:, In some publications this is the most .popular 
section. Do you have any questions? We don't pretend to be experts, 
but we might find, experts to answer, your queries. 

(d) It Happened to Me : Members could describe briefly some small adventure 
or anecdote .which might interest other naturalists. 
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(e) My Favourite Retr eat: There are countless spots throughout the 
Province which are familiar to individuals as places of charm and 

i interest to naturalists. These may be little ravines in the Hamilton 
district or a canoe trip route in Algonquin Park. Would you share 
your favourite spot with the rest of us? 

(f) Mature Notes : These would be short comments on some phenomena you 
have observed. They are too short for an article and require more 
than a mere mention in a list. Anything to do with animal behaviour 
fits well here. 


(g) Lite rary: Some of you may have a flair for poetry or prose which helps 

others .to share your aesthetic pleasure in Nature. . . 

(h) Humour : . Anecdotes, cartoons, .quips -or situations could spice up our 

magazine. . . ., ... 


These are some possibilities which .might be used in. st The r Wood. Duck''. 
We wbuld : welcome your cominents^:,prO. . : and.. con,.and .are ready ’to. .receive ,; 
material from all of' you. yl am sure that, each .subscriber, could .provide ....... 

us wdi-th : some' tHing'ift'orn one of- theSe categories.' HOW ABOUT- 



The. Editor.*i v." 


L E T T E : R .S. ....T. 0,. ,T, H- E- E P I T Q: R • 


Bear Sirr 

We have/read with, disgust^ the.^reports, from‘Italy/ f - 
of the netting.of. songbirds, during the migratory season. : 

On Thanksgiving .Bay, ..October .12, ,1959, Hamilton Naturalists ; 
*'will be shocked to know that a comparable : situation- occurred. 
The Lands and forests’ Conservation. Officer, Mr.,.-Alec. Wolfe, 
apprehended seme ..Europeans ,• from Toronto,. who .had shot; seven 
RobiHs and one Green-winged Teal in,the Dundas- Name Preserve,■ 
along tho north shore of ’the Harsh and in the area. of the . 
Arboretum.' V, /,/>-, .. . ..---i 


.. ,. ^... .. Alice Lamoureux. . 

This matter was drawn to our attention by Mr. -Vera 
Webster at ,the. Gcto’per Meeting.., If members, .see anyone - ; 

violating, our sanctuaries', they,, should report ", it immediately '//x 
; to either Mr. AlOc-...Wolfe. (JAhS-.32p6),.pir to the Conservation- ■ 
ist, Royal Botar’cal Gardens'(PA 7-1158). 

'• L ' . : The Editor* : 
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THE HAMILT O N NATURALISTS 1 CLUB - ITS HISTORY AMD ASPIRATIONS : 

By D... M. Davies ' :c 

It is perhaps presumptuous of me to write of the history and aims of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club as I have lived in Hamilton oniy nine years. 
However, I share with other members.a love of living plants and animals and 
an interest in their preservation. 

The Club began in 1919 as The Hamilton Bird Protection Society. I'.'shall, 
quote from an article by our Honourary President, Dr. G. 0. McMillan, ’describ¬ 
ing the start of the Society, that appeared in the September 1953 number of 
the Club's publication 'The Wood Duck'as follows; "The first world"War- was 
at an end. Looking with confidence at the future, a group of nature lovers... 
.....responding to a newspaper "announcement, met .one (spring) evening in the 
lecture room of, the Hamilton Public'Library to form a'new club. Near the 
front of the room, in a wheel chair, sat a young man with flashing dark . - 

eyes......Mr. Robert Owen' Merriman, a charter'member and' the first' 

president of the newly-formed Hamilton Bird Protection Society. On accept¬ 
ing the office of president of the club, Mr. Merriman entered on an active v 
campaign for bird study and bird protection that led the club into the 
broaden fields of nature study and conservation of wildlife. He organized' : 
field trips and arranged for an annual■series of lectures on various phases 
of bird life. lie promoted the organization of Junior Audubon Clubs'in. 
schools of Hamilton and''Wentworth County. Nearly 10,000 children were ' 
enrolled the first year .... ; •'■'•a 

■ *££ ■ * '• . * •• 

"Soon conservation claimed the attention of the, president and: executive 
of the .... Society.Coote's Paradise at that time was’the mecca for duck 
hunters at the head' of'the lake. Here slaughter had gone on for generations. 
Could the Marsh b’e lrfide into ; a bird sanctuary? The property involved belong¬ 
ed to many owners, f dvr'of whom were interested, in the Hajnilton'Bird Protec¬ 
tion Society 1 of game’^bre'seirvation. No person inijhe locality seemed' to . 
know how to get a sanctuary,established under such circumstances.• Appeals 
to Ottawa, Queen's Pafk ; and bur-own City,.Hall seemed to raise more problems 
than they solved. Only •one 1 with the iron will of Mr. Merriman would have ;■>, 
persisted in the f acd'of* the opposition and frustration. Gradually by 
probing here and there, he learned what steps to take. In company with 
Dr, Arnott, Mr. Nunn and'others, he canvassed all property owners and secured 
their written consent to the venture. The final application to Queen's Park 
resulted in something more than had been asked for, a game, instead of a 
bird, sanctuary.' But for this achievement, it. is doubtful whether this great 
area would be today apart of the Royal Botanical Gardens." 

Mr. Merriman remained president until 1927 ana hi"s enthusiasm and influ¬ 
ence permeated the Club's activities long after this. By 1929 the Audubon 
Junior Club membership in schools reached 20,000. Mr. H. C. Nunn will always 
be remembered for his work with the Junior Clubs. 
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In 1935 an active group of boys,.' doubtless stimulated by the Audubon 
Clubs in the schools decided to organize a club of their own for more active 
hiking. They called themselves the Trail Blazers Association and Blair 
R. Ronald was president until 1939. During this period, as well as having 
monthly evening meetings, they spent much time on hikes looking for birds,, 
other animals and plants, and sometimes making overnight camping trips. 
Competition in bird observing became so keen in 1939 that Blair Ronald • ' 
approached his uncle, Mr. Ross Thompson, an active sportsman, who"donated 
a silver cup. This is awarded annually to the young naturalist who sees 
the most bird species in southern Ontario. The winners consistently observe 
more than, 200 spe cies.annually, the highest total being 265 in 195V. In 
1940 Bob Elstone became president of the boys’-club but during the rest of 
the war activity was suspended. In 1946 Bob Elstone brought the club to life 
and ever since the Hamilton Junior Naturalists’ Club has flourished. The 
Junior Club members now elect their own executive and run their own meetings 
and hikes with adult guidance. In this way the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
is influencing and educating the y outh-of the district in an appreciation 
of wild plants and animals and their preservation. “ 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club has promoted and stimulated many other 
conservation projects. They have supported the Federation of Ontario Natur¬ 
alists in influencing the government to protect first Eagles .and Osprey, 
and more recently Hawks and Owls. In addition the club has been active for 
over ten years in improving nesting facilities for the handsome' Wood Duck, 
the Grebe and the Bluebird and has planted thousands of tree seedlings to 
reforest waste land and prevent soil erosion. 

, 2 . • .• 1 • 

The conservation of our Vdld plants and animals is important for recrea¬ 
tional and aesthetic purposes. In a machine age where man becomes overawed 
by his achievements and swept up in a neurotic whirl of activity, it becomes 
..increasingly necessary to have within reach of urban dwellers unspoiled nat¬ 
ural areas, sanctuaries, where we can refresh mind and body and wonder at 
the beauty of God’s creation. 

The Club realizes that, to make people aware of the need for conservation, 
an active program of education and stimulation is necessary.' Thus, the. Club, 
in addition to its hikes and monthly meetings with talks by outstanding, 
naturalists, has -lectured to and led hikes for y outh and adult groups, 
written articles in weekly and daily papers and appeared on radio and tele¬ 
vision.- The Glub has -run two successful Wonders of Nature Exhibitions which 
were attended by thousands.including school children. Jointly with.Royal 
Botanical Gardens the Club- has sponsored the Audubon Screen Tours. A new 
venture most successful- for the last two years is the Victo ria Day Weekend 
Camp for the instruction of Recreation Leaders and others in nature lore. 

Our present concern-is to save natural beauty spots near'Hamilton f or all 
to enjoy now and in years to come. As the growth of cities, .industries and 
highways accelerates, the need becomes‘more urgent. We welcome contributions 
to our Sanctuary Fund. Let not our effort be too little or too late.’ 
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IT'S JUST CHEMISTRY 


By John Lamoureux 

In the fall of each year the leaves of deciduous trees of Eastern 
North America, the British Isles, Western Europe, Eastern China and Korea 
change from the dark greens of summer foliage to yellow, gold, brilliant 
red and purple. 

Autumn colouration is the result of the' slow deterioration of sugar 
and starch producing chemical compounds in the cells of the leaves. We 
can liken the cell of a leaf to a glass jar that is filled with beads, 
most of which are green, and a few of which are shades of red and yellow. 
From the distance the jar looks green, despite the fact that there are 
other.colours present. In other words, the green is dominant. This is 
the situation in summer when the green chlorophyll capsules far outnumber 
the brightly coloured carotenoids. By the middle ; of September r the,- T \ 
chlorophyll capsules deteriorate more rapidly than they are replaced"; . 
.while the carotenoids continue to be produced. As fall progresses the 
grepn chlorophyll fades out and the carotenoid pigments predominate, 
displaying yellows, oranges and scarlets. It is at this time that 
colouration is at its peak. ' ' V ; " 

The chemicals which make beet juice purple and":violets blue 
0a ^ ei .;. an ^ o °y aIli:as . 1 . These., anthocyanins, ’which'are present in the thin 
skin-like cuticle of leaves, range in colour from red to blue, giving 
the- deep reds of the Oak in spring and purples of the Ash in fall. ! " 

Autumn colouration varies in brilliance from year to year. The 
causes of this variation are:- temperature (a low temperature just 
above freezing gives the best colours)., . soil moisture (dry soils 
produce better colours), nitrogen content of the'soil (a poor soil 
gives more brilliance than one containing sufficient nitrogen). In 
a nutshell, the formula- for a good fall colour is a dry - sunny' summer 
followed by a rainy period in the early September; then moderately 
low temperatures at night, with crisp bright days' on into October. 

Autumn colouration is-a chemical accident-which carries no 
particular benefit to the plants. The beautiful colours are simply an 
early stage of decomposition.- Enjoy them while you may;.winter is. 
close at hand. " r ■■ 


............ and now you know. 

Cattails, Typha, are the best plants for' muskrat marshes, for the 
starchy underground stems are a source of food for these animals. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
at the . 

HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
By Annie J. Hunt 

In Tales from the Vienna woods , Lilli Koenig writes of a unique little ■ 
research station for studying the behaviour of animals and bird life in the 
Wienerwald woods near Vienna in Austria. It was founded after the last war 
by Otto Koenig, the author’s husband. This delightful, light-hearted 
collection of stories of some of their charges 1 - Dachsi, the badger, Schmur- 
ksi, the dormouse and Sina the second, a deer - is illustrated with charming 
thumbnail sketches by the author. 

I looked for Adam by Herbert Wendt is the story of man’s discovery of. 
the truth about his own evolution. ; This author’s new book Out of Noah’s Arlc 
is the story of man’s discovery of the animal kingdom. It’s a fascinating, 
scholarly history. It gives answers to many of the puzzles of zoology; such' 
as, mermaids, abominable snowmen and dragons. This is scientific nature 
study and includes many photographs and diagrams. 

Willy Ley’s Exotic zoology is a humorous and fabulous omnibus taken from 
his popular scientific mysteries, The lungfish, the dodo and the unicorn ; 
Dragons in amber , and ' Salamanders and ether wonders . There is an adventur¬ 
ous account of the "abominable snowman" of the Himalayas in this remarkable 
treasury. The book is well illustrated. 

Two factual volumes on bird life have been added to the shelves of the 
Arts and Science department. The Birds , by Oskar and Katharina'Heinroth 
belongs to the fine series, Ann Arbor Science Library. It Is a'short, o 

simply witten text ’with information on what iS a bird; ■ 1001 questions 
answered about birds by Allan and Helen Criiickshaink, two foremost contemp- 1 
orary ornithologists, is a standard work to be used as a valuable companion' 
to field guides in bird study* -v: i/.d v " - 

Readers who enj oyed The singing wildernes s, by S. F. Olson Will wel¬ 
come his recent tale of quiet adventure entitl'd Listening Point . These 
are meditations of what the author has witnessed from a bare glaciated spit 
of rock in the Quotico-Supcrior country where he .was once : a guide. It is 
philosophical nature writing at its best. In simple, moving prose he writes 
of what the place has meant to him as a listening post of the North country 
with its beautiful waterways and forests. Some of the chapter headings 
included are Laughing loon, young ottertail, Canada jack, beaver cutting, 
the paddle and pussy willows. F. L. Jaques has contributed excellent black 
and white drawings for this serene account. .... 
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There is a coloured 16 ram. sound film called ’’Q.uetico” which may be 
borrowed from the Library’s Film Service housed in the Barton Street Branch. 
Q.uetico is a magnificent unspoiled provincial park situated one hundred 
miles beyond Port Arthur on a good highway. It is a paradise for the modern 
vo ageur, who can canoe, fish and camp in its. vast expanse. "'The park has been 
filmed by Christopher Chapman. ’’The film”, says its maker ”is not an adven¬ 
ture or documentary film in the accepted sense of the word. It is an 
impressionistic interpretation. ” 


.........and now you know. 

Tho White Oak, Onerous, alba, has loaves with rounded lobes. The fruit 
of this tre6 is a sweet, edible acorn; the cup has thickened knotty scales. 
The Red Oak, Quercus rubra, on the other hand has leaves with lobes that 
are bristle-tippod. The acorn cup of this species is a reddish-brown with 
small, tightly-overlapping scales.’ 


IN MEMORY OF RAYMOND ARTHUR SIMS 


Hamilton Naturalists learn with deep regret 
and great" shock of the untimely death of Raymond ' 
Arthur Sim’s, Secretary of the Royal Botanical 
Cardens, who died Monday, Octobe r 19th, 1959, 
following a brief illnesb. 

Mr. Leslie Lalcing, Director, Royal Botanical 
Gardens, paid tribute to Mr. ■Sims whose -’’varied 
talents contributed greatly to the accomplishments 
of the staff of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

At death one's responsibilities and the honours 
of high office fall like an unwanted cloak but tho 
enthusiasm- vitality and spirit with which these 
pursuits became enrlchod leave an unforgettable 
monument. .. 

To Mrs. Sims and their children, the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club gives its heartfelt sympathy and 
also its prayers that they may face this keen loss 
and the future before them with courage and resour¬ 
cefulness. 




THE SIGNPOST 


A separate, green sheet of field events, indoor meetings and items of 
natural history interest is included with your copy of "The Wood Duck”. 
Please be sure to use this sheet . Select a good location and advertise 
our activities to the general public. Fellow naturalists and their friends 
are assured a warm welcome at all our gatherings, indoors or in the field. 

FIELD EVENTS • . 

Sunday, November 8th, 1959HIKE 

Hike along the north, shore of the Dundas Marsh to spot shorebirds, 
wild fowl .and other interesting natural history observations. 

Yjaur Signpost : Meet at Low Level Bridge 

9.30 A. M. 

Leader: Mr. George McBride 
Saturday. November 14th, 1959 - JOINT EXCURSION 

Members of Bradford, Kitchener-Waterloo, Woodstock and BamiIton Natur¬ 
alists* Clubs will gather for a joint excursion to the Bannister Marsh . 

Your Signpost : Meet at Parking Lot, 

Teachers’ College, 

Entrance on King Street. 

V 10.00 A. M. 

Bring Lunch 

Saturday, November 38th, 1959 - TREE IDENTIFICATION HIKE 

There mil be a winter tree identification hike in the Ancaster Valley. 

Your Signpost : Meet at Parking Lot, 

Cuna Building (Highway 2 & 
Whitney Road). 

10.00 A.M. 

Leader: . Mr. Gordon McNair . 


........ and now you know. 

The striped skunk, Mephitis mephitis, feed on adult and larval insects, 
e. g. grasshoppers, crickets and wasps. Frogs, toads and mice are also 
eaten. 
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NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEi'ffiER 9th, 1959, 8.00 P. M. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Glut welcomes into its midst former members, 

DR. ,JD MRS, J. MURRAY SPEIRS , 

GOBBLE HILL,' PICKERING, ONTARIO 

as guest speakers at our November meeting. Dr. and Mrs. Speirs are well- 
known and. highly- recognized ornithologists. Both havo contributed much 
to the advancement of the study of nature in Ontario. They are life members 
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

In summer of 1958, Dr. and Mrs. Speirs attended the 12th International 
Ornithological Congress in Helsinki, Finland. They visited also, Sweden, 
Holland and the British Isles. They are happy to tell us about their 
travels in Europe in a talk, entitled: 

' " WE WENT' TO EUROPE - FOR CONGRESSES AND BIRDS’ * 

Your Signpost : . •> • r- Lecture Hall, 

Hamilton Public Library, 

55 Main Street, West, 

Hamilton, Ontario. 

The Buffalo Ornithological Society, Inc. , extends an invitation to their 
Hamilton naturalist friends to come to .their: 

• • • ^ JV " \ 

Thirtieth Anniversary .Meeting 

Saturday, November 14, 1959 , 6.30 p. M. 

•" v ' t . ... 

Place:- Buffalo Museum of Science, 

Humboldt Park, " . ' ' . 

. -Buffalo, New York. 

Speaker: Dr. John W. Aldrich, 

Midway Island Bird Problem - Illustrated - Coloured Slides. 

Dinner: $4.00 per plate ”■ '. . 

Reservations: By November 10 

To Miss Eugenia Praemassing, 

87 Linden Avenue, ' .’ 

Buffalo 14, New York. 


Telephone: AT. 1618. 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF MATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

Progress is being made in the organization of plans for the Inter¬ 
national Exhibition of Nature Photography mentioned in last month's 
''Wood Duck". This will be an exhibit of coloured transparencies from 
photographers at home and abroad to be viewed and judged here in Hamilton, 
under the auspices of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. The committee, 
under Mr. John Giles and Mr. William Campbell, report the appointment 
of Mrs. Audrey Hawks as Secretary for the work of the committee, 
n printed entry form will be available- -soon for those wishing to enter 
their photographic work in' the competition. Date of the Exhibition has 
been set for April 11th, 196.0. •••- •• 

Your Signpost: International Exhibition of Nature 

Phot.og raphy, 

A. a... C/o Mrs.' .Audrey Hawks, 

"A Grand Vista Gardens, 

R. R* #1, Dundas, Ontario. 

......gratefully Mr. Albert I. Gorman's report on the Thanksgiving Weekend 

reaches us for inclusion here: 

FIELD TRIP IN ALGONQUIN PARK ’ , 

''By Albert I. Gorma^ 

The Thanksg iving Weekend lived up to predictions. Pine Grove Inn 
at Dwight on the Lake-of-B^ysijbulgetiAat ■ the seaiiis'one last time before 
hibernating, with■about "80 naturalists sharing the weekend. 

On arrival Friday evening, Camp Director, Bob Ballantyne, got the 
crowd split into six comfortable groups and proceeded to thaw the social 
ice. Reveille was- at. 7.30, the morning following for an ad lib walk, 
with breakfast at 8; 15. At 9.00 a.m. the groups took off in all directions, 
one each day being a fleet of six canoes plowing up to. the"OkTongue River 
to Marsh's Falls. All.,outings .were day-long trips, everyone taking along 
his-, lunch. A' 

Leadership was extremely good, Alden Strong, Fred Ilelleiner, Alt .Kit¬ 
chener, Jim Bayly, Monty Wood and Grant Taylor and Ken Zurosky (Parle Natur¬ 
alist and his Assistant respectively) being the leaders. 

Club mosses, mosses and ferns were still t here in profusion. Birds 
forme d the chief objects of interest, as is customary.. .Just a sample,~ 
flock of Horned Larks, Loons, Great Blue Herons, Wood Ducks, Ruffed Grouse, 
Kingfishers, Canada Jays, Ravens, Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Water Pipits, Golden-crowned Kinglet;. Palm and Myrtle Warblers, Lapland 
Longspurs, Juncos and so on far into'the woods. 

Dinner was at 5.00 followed by evening programmes and a special 
Thanksgiving Dinner was held at 2. 00 P, M. on Monday after which everyone 
broke camp and prepared to tangle with the traffic monster on 401. 
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AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 

Alfred Bailey's "Wildlife Down Under" on October 21st set the 1959-60 
Audubon Screen Tours series excellently under way. Advance publicity folders 
have been circulated and the Hamilton Spectator devoted a full-page spread 
to do justice to this series. Mrs. Braden'is to be congratulated on her 
noble attempt to convert Mr. John Robinson from people-watching to bird¬ 
watching and we are grateful to him for his mention of, if not his devotion 
to our cause. . 

The next lecture features: John Mo^er - "Jungle Trek in India" 

Monday, December 21st, 1959. 

For Family, Single tickets or informatinn contact: 

Your Signpost : Audubon Screen Tours, 

C/o Mrs. W. Braden., 

Waterdown P. 0., Ontario. 

(MU 9-4975) 

RICHARDSON'S OWL? 

Yes, the Richer don's Owl on tpe Federation of Ontario Naturalists' 
Christmas card can be seen* at our indoor monthly meeting. Miss Smillie 
mil be eager to accept orders for Christmas..cards at the November 
meeting. Order a supply of this, attractive Federation Christmas card, 
depicting the Richardson's Owl, an artistic creation Of Robert Bateman, 

Editor of "The Wood Duck". The cards are priced at $1. 50 per dozen. 

Your Signpost : ; Miss. Ihinice . . j . 

66 Stinspn Street, 

Hamilton, Ontario. 1 

. and now you know. 

FEES to the Hamilton Naturalists' Club ; 

Benefactor $3000.00 Life Fellow $500.00 

Life Member 100.00 Contributing, Member 10.00 

Joint Members 6.00 Active Member 5.00 

(Husband & Wife) 

Corresponding Member 1.50.(for persons who reside 20 miles or 

. more from Hamilton and who seldom 
attend club meetings).'' 

Junior Member 1,00 (under 18 years of age) 

All classes of members receive the Club's publication "The Wood Duck". 

Your Signpost : Miss E. Morris, Chairman, 

Membership Committee, 

107 St. Joseph's Drive, 

Apartment 401, Hamilton, Ontario. 
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JUNIOR OtiDB MEWS 

EXECUTIVE 


President 

Ralph 'Idema , 

. FU- 3-6411 

Vice-President 

John Miles 

JA 2-6160 

Secretary- 

Caroline Lawson 

:• KA 6-8:135 

Vi ce-Secretary 

Norma Allewell 

MA 8-6406 

Records Secretary 

Paul Baird 

MI 8-6789 

Study Area Director 

Jim Morrow 

• II 5-9311 

Representative (for 

Marina Idema 

FU 3-6411 

those under 14 years) 

Alfred Senior 

II 8-1442 


MANY ANIMALS AND PLANTS AROUND HAMILTON 


How many animals and plants would you recognize, if you and your 
friends went for a hike through the woods? Not just birds, but other 
living things as well? Do you know what kinds of insects and fruits 
that birds are eating in the autumn? How many kinds of asters and 
goldenrods bloom in the autumn? Can you tell the kind of plant from 
its seeds? What happens to insects in the winter? What species of 
birds pass through Hamilton on their migration southward? 

Tell your friends that they can -learn more about some of these 
puzzles by joining the Hamilton Junior Naturalists’ Club and coming 
to our hikes and meetings.; Membership for girls and boys from 10-17 
years old is only one dollar per year and includes' a subscription to 
"The Wood Duck*-’. 


WE NEED YOUR NATURE NOTES. AND STORIES : DON’T MSS THE FUN OF. SEEING 
YOUR STORY OR POM PRINTED IN "THE WOOD DUCK". Bring them to a club 
meeting or mail them to Douglas Davies, 11 Dromore Crescent, Hamilton. 


PROTECT OUR WILDFLOWER S 
■By Charles. Hogg 

Should wildflowers be protected by laws that prohibit people from 
picking them? Yes, I think that they should be. They a re to look at 
and enjoy - not to pick. If we don’t have some laws, in no time at all, 
our woodland beauty will be gone. What a dull thoughtJ No colour among 
the tall dark trees, and no vines climbing along fences with beautifully 
coloured and perfumed blossoms* How would you like to walk in the once 
beautifully coloured woodlands, now with only the brown and green of the 
trees? Thus, if you wish the woodlands to keep their natural beauty, 
refrain from picking our colourful wildflowers. ; V 
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A SEPTEMBER HIKE 


By Marina Idema 

On a beautiful sunny day of September 20, a group of twelve set out 
with Dr. Davies for Westdale Ravine. First, we went to the University, 
where we examined a live rattlesnake. In the cage with the snake was a 
white mouse for the snake to eat. The rattle of the snake sounded some¬ 
what like the buzz of a cicada. Besides this, many interesting insects 
were shown to us which were either mounted or preserved in alcohol. 

After this, we went along a pretty nature trail to the marsh. Here 
shorebirds, ducks and a cute little Red-breasted Nuthatch were seen. On 
the way back, we came across a wasp nest in the ground. One boy put his 
net over the nest into which the wasps swarmed. Luckily no one was stung. 

The hike lasted till noon. All in all, it was an excellent hike 
which everyone enjoyed. 

FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB E VENTS 

MEETINGS (Y. W. C. A. , Main St., Just west of James Street) 

Saturday. November 14 - 7.30 P.M. , Room E, Y. W. C.A. 

After we have shared our nature observations and these have been recorded 
by the Records Secretary, we shall have a bird and insect quiz with kodachrome 
slides. These are always lots of fun. Plan to be there. 

Saturday. November 28 - 7.30 P. M, , Room E, Y.W. C. A. 

Mr, George McBride will tell us of his trip to Okefenokee Swamp in the 
southern United States and then about Big Game in Ontario. He will illus¬ 
trate his talk with coloured slides . Bring your friends. 

HIKES 


Saturday, November 14 - 9.30 A. M. until 3.00 P. M. 

An all-day hike will be held. Meet at King and University Streets. 

Dress warmly and bring along a lunch. See birds along south side of Marsh . 
Leader: J ohn Miles (JA 2-6160). 

Sunday, November 22 - 1.30 P. M. until 4.30 P. M. 

Mr. Glenn McCleary (NE 4-7634) is taking us on a hike along the Hendrie 
Valley Trail . Meet at the cannon near the York Street entrance to Dundurn Park 
(inside the grounds). We shall motor from here to near the Hendrie gates on 
Highway 2 just before Aldershot. Wear warm clothing and waterproff foot wear. 
Parents with cars welcome.’ 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to October 23, 1959 ~ 252 

Canada Goose (400)0ct„l8 flying over E.W. Bastin, D.K. Powell et al. 

Snow Goose (2)Oct„l8 A Dundas Marsh David & Thelma Powell 

Blue Goose (l50)0ct.l8 A " " " . " » 

(2)0ct.21 " , " G. W. North 

Gadwall (l)0ct.l5 F Van Wagner's Beach 11 " 

Canvasbaclc (5)0ct,ll F Dundas Marsh .D.„ K, Powell, G. W. North 

Common Goldeneye ( 8 )Oct.l 8 F Lake Ontario R. MacLaren, North, Powell 

Bufflehead (2)0ct.l2 F Woodland Cemetery Laurel & George North 

0Idsquaw (9^Oot„18 F Lake Ontario MacLaren, North, Powell 

Common Scqter (4)Oct„l8 S. of Piers " . " " 

Turkey Vulture (34)Oct.lO Rattlesnake .Point . Laurel &'■ George North 
Broads-winged Hawk (,3)0ct. 4 L Dundas Marsh ... J. Miles, G„ W. North 

Ro.ugh-legged Hawk (9)Oct.l8 F Milton, Aldershot' , Et-Bast'in, R. MacLaren et al. 

Peregrine Falcon (l)0ct„l8 I. Dundas Marsh G. W, North. R. MacLaren 

Virginia Rail. (l)Oct.14 L .University Landing G. W. North 

Common Gallinule (3)0ct. 3 L Stoney Creek Pond J,ohn Miles 

Black-bellied Plover(84) " 20 Dundas Marsh G. W. North 

Northern Phalarope (l)0ct.l6 L " " " ", 

Parasitic Jaeger (4)Oct.l7 Lake Ontario Jas. Dowall, G. W. North 

Black-1 eg.Kittiwake'(l)Oct. 17 F Ham. Beach Canal.. " . , ", > " " ■■ 

Forster's Tern (l)0ct.l7 L Van Wagner's Beach " " " " 

Common Tern (70)Oc,t.l7 Lake Ontario . " " " ", 

Yellow-billed Cuckoofl)0ct.ll L Longwood Road Robt. Curry, George Meyers 

Black-billed Cuckoo (l)Oct. 3 L Bull's Point George &■ Laurel North 

Chimney Swift (l)Oct.ll L ; Dundas Marsh . G. North, D„ Powell, R. Stamp 

Ruby-th.Hummingbird (l)Qct.lO. L Aldershot David & Thelma Powell 

Yellow-b. Flycatcher(l)Oct. 4 L Guelph Line Dr. R. G. C. MacLaren 

Tree Swallow (2)Oct.l3 L Dundas .Marsh G„. W-„ -North - 

Eastern Bluebird (3l)Oct„l8 Aldershot George'&'Laurel North 

Blue-grayGnatcatcher(l)Oct. 9.L Greenhill Ave. Robert Curry-, • 

Philadelphia Vireo (l)Opt. .4 L West-dale Park JrMile.s,. G.- W> North- 

Parula Warbler (l)Oct. 4 L •" " , D. K. Powell . 

Magnolia Warbler (l)0ct„17 L " " John Miles 

Blaclc-th.Blue Warbl. (l)0ct.l3 L " " G, W„ North - • 

Bay-breasted Warbler(l)0ct„13 L " " G. W„ North 

Wilson's Warbler (l)Oct. 4 L Aldershot David ,K. Powell 

Canada Warbler (l)0ci„13 L Westdale Park ' G. W; North* 

Indigo Bunting . (l)Oct.ll L Aldershot D-. K.. Powell,. G. W. North 

Tre„e' Sparrow (l)0ct,17 F. Beach Capal Piers „'■ J. Do.wall, G. W. North 

Harris' Sparrow (l)0ct.l8 A Aldershot DavidThelma Powell 

Snow Bunting (l5)Oet.23 F Mt. Hope Airport Stuart-Alexander 

. ' '* • 

A first report of the year. F first of the season? L last' of the year 

Please send your reports to Mr. George .North,. 249- Charlton Ave. "W 
Hamilton, Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before , the 15 th of the month. "' 

For bird migration information the telephone number ha,s been changed. -.Listen to 
JA 7 - 9 OOO. Then for thirty seconds record your items of interest. 

BUFFALO ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY Thirtieth Anniversary celebration and dinner 
at Buffalo Museum of Science, Saturday, November 14, J-959» Phone G. North. 



